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THE BRETHREN EVANGELIST. 


"I Am Jew Christ's In." 

The beginning of Christian lite ie that a man 
should Bubmit bis whole heart and his whole being 
to the rale of Jemis Christ. When I was living in 
Africa, I had a very dt ar missionary friend, an 
American missionary. He waa a very beautiful 
speaker of the language, so that when you heard 
his talk, yon would feel that he really knew how. 
On one occasion he was speaking in a large crowd, 
in a great town of 60,000 people, a town which war 
has swept away ; but when it was in fall prosperity 
oar American friends bad a strong mission there, 
and Phillips was preaching in the market, and 
among the listeners stood a Mohammedan, who 
was conspicuous among the rest by wearing a tar- 
ban. While my friend was speaking, this Moham- 
medan said, 

"White man, atop." 

Sometimes services in this country are monoto- 
nous ; it is a one man ministry. right through ; it is 
not halt so interesting as when a man or a woman 
asks you a question, So my friend stopped, and 
the man said, 

"My friend, write it down in your book that I 
am Jesus Chrisfs man." 

That was his way of saying that be meant to be 
a Christian from that day. And years after, when 
the war bad destroyed the town, and my friend 
was separated from his church, and there was no 
chance of getting up to see them, there came a 
Bpy to the coast, and he brought these words from 
that Mohammedan : "Try and find out Philips, 
and when you find him, tell him 7 am Jesus Christ's 
man yet." — The Christian. 


The Angel of Crumbs. 
According to the Jewish Talmud, God has ap- 
pointed an Angel of Crumbs who is to punish with 
extreme want any that carelessly throw away or 
tread on the least crumb of bread. While there is 
in this beautifnl notion a lesson for the wasteful 
and extravagant — a lesson which is in perfect ac- 
cordance with the Savior's own teaching respect- 
ing the fragments — is there not something also for 
the pastor to learn when breaking to his people the 
bread of life ? Should he not keep continually in 
remembrance that while there are those before him 
who require strong meat, there are also those who 
need the bread to be crumbled before they can take 
hold and make it their own ? Children love to 
gather crumbs wherever strewn, show their desire 
for tbem by following them over the table or 
wherever scattered. Their out-stretched hands 
and gathering fingers indicate their instinctive 
longing for crumbs. Surely, the crumbs of the 
soul's own bread should be scattered before them 
from the pulpit, in the house and by the way, that 
the children may be fed. The "Angel of Crumbs" 
will take care that none of the fragments are lost. 


Sixteen Lest, One Saved. 
At a public dinner given to Gin, Harrison, when 
he was a candidate for the office of President of 
the United States, one of the guests rather conspic- 
uously "drank to his health." The General pledg- 
ed his toast by drinking water. Another gentle- 
man offered a toast and said, "General, will yon 
tavor me by drinking a glass of wine ?" The Gen- 
eral, in a very gentlemanly way, begged to be ex- 
cused. He was again urged to join in a glass of 
wine. This was too much. He rose from bis seat 
and said, in the most dignified manner : 

"Gentlemen, I have twice refused to partake of 
the wine-cup. I hope that will be sufficient. 
Though you press the matter ever so much, not a 
drop shall pass my lips. 1 made a resolve when I 
started in life that I would avoid strong drink. 
That yow I have never broken. I am one of a 
class of seventeen young men who graduated at col- 
lege together. The other sixteen members of my 
class tiowJUl drunkards' graves, and all from the 
pernicious babit of wine- drinking. I owe all my 
health, my happiness and prosperity, to the resolu- 
tion. Would you urge me to break it now? The 
effect on the company may be imagined. — Mich. 
Christian Advocatb. 


A Necessity of Human Life. 

There are myriads of human beings who are 
spending their entire strength in pursuit of mutable 
things — rank, wealth, fame, power, social influence, 
all that is collectively called the world. Yet it is 
not too much to say that no man will be diverted 
from these pursuits by a simple process of depre- 
ciation. The preacher may inveigh forever against 
what he calls the vanities of life ; he may tell that 
wealth ie fleeting, that fame is shortlived, that 
power is powerless to bring joy ; he may even 
corroborate his assertions by an appeal to the ex- 
amples of history, but his assertions and appeals 
will be in vain as long as he preaches a negative 
fath. It is not enough to show that an object ib 
unworthy j we must be prepared to supplant it by 
another object It is not enough to destroy the 
false temple where the soul worships — that would 
be simply to leave the soul in vacancy. The hu- 
man spirit must worship something ; it can no more 
live without an ideal than it can live without 
breathing. An object of pursuit it musT have, the 
only question is, whether it shall be good or bad. 
We can only prevent it from being bad by making 
it good. If we would free the imagination from 
impure images, we must fill it with pure thoughts. 
If we would liberate the sou) from debasing influ- 
ences, we must elevate it into noble sentiments. — 
Catholic Presbyterian. 


Manliness of Preaching. 

The preaching and teaching of Christian minis- 
ters in matters of religion, should by all means be 
manly. It should be addressed to the understand- 
ing as well as to the feeling. It should not be 
merely sentimental. It should be grounded on 
facts, truths and reasons. It should thus be of a 
sort that will bear to be brought to the test of clear 
thinking, and of a sound, sober judgment. We do 
not mean, of course, that the feelings are not to be 
reached. They ought to be appealed to, and most 
powerfully. But we mean that the appeal should 
be reasonable : that is, strong, and genuinely and 
permanently effective. 

It is due to the cause of religion itself that this 
shonld be so. The service of God is reasonable in 
the highest degree, and is the very end of reason. 
The truths and motives of religion are strong by 
the perfection of reason that is in them. And we 
do a wrong to the Christian faith if we fail to cause 
it to be seen in this its real solidity and truthful- 
ness. It is the habit of the ministry, in some good 
measure, to aim at this. Bnt they may need en- 
couragement in their purpose. And other Chris- 
tians, as well as ministers, may well beep the same 
truths in mind. They teud toward thoroughness 
and to a sure and steady growth of Christian 
grace. — Sbl. 


"Nac Hope." 

In the dungeon of an old Scottish castle a hun- 
dred feet deep, it is said there are scratched upon 
the wall the words, "Nae hope." Such an inscrip- 
tion as this might appropriately be written on the 
heart of every worldling, standing on the borders 
of the tomb. While there is life, there is hope, but 
when death draws the curtain, what has the world 
ling to look for? Philosophers guessed, dreamed, 
fancied, and died. Their arguments with which 
they sought to console themselves show tbeir utter 
faithlessness and hopelessness, and the inscriptions 
on their tombs, recorded their despair. The world 
to-day, weary, restless, dissatisfied, and discon- 
tented, struggles vainly with surrounding ills and 
evils, fighting with restlessness, hopelessness, and 
fearful and overwhelming doubts. He who is with 
out God, is also without hope. He has no firm 
footing on which be can stand. He is lost in a sea 
of troubles without bottom or shore. He sees no 
way of deliverance, he knows no way of escape. 
Life is weariness ; death is uncertainty. He goes 
from the troubles of a ChriBtless life, to the dark- 
ness of a Christless grave. 

How different the condition of a man who knows 
the Lord. Conscious that the gracious presence 
of bis heavenly Friend attends him through all his 
journey in this life, he knows by personal exper- 
ience and by an unearthly joy which has entered 
into his soul, that he ia not alone ; that he has a 
God, a Friend, a Comforter, a Savior. The world 
may be dark and troublous, but there are gleams 
of light that brighten the darkest clouda There 
are joys that flash out amid hit sorrows, and rain- 
bows that bang upon the rear, of earth's retreating 
storms. In all his troubles, temptations, and af- 
flictions, the Lord is his Helper, his Comforter, 
and his Friend. And when this life is ended, with 


its toils and cares and tears, ■ there is still before 
him the radiant prospect of that only true and bet- 
ter life, the life evi Hunting, which has been bis joy 
and hope through all his earthly pilgrimage. 

The literature of the whole heathen world may 
be searched in vain for a word of hope or consola- 
tion worthy to be inscribed upon the sepulchre of 
a beloved friend. The records of the ages have 
not one epitaph which can inspire hope or minister 
consolation. Skepticism with all the lights of 
modern science and invention and progress, is as 
much in the dark to-day as were heathen philoso- 
phers three thousand years ago. In affliction we 
must turn to some other source, — we must turn 
to the Word of God. If we wish to know about 
death and the hereafter, who can tell us concerning 
it ? There is One who says, "I am He that liveth 
and was dead, and behold I am alive for ever- 
more." He is the one whom we should be glad to 
hear speak upon this subject ; and he has spoken, 
and spoken with clearness and definitctiess which 
leaves nothing to be desired. From his words, 
and from the words of his disciples, we gain all the 
information and all the consolation our hearts can 
ask ; and in the lights of Ilia teaching we chisel on 
the marbles which mark the resting places of the 
dead such words as these : "I am the resurrection 
and the life ;" "He that believeth on me, though he 
were dead, yet shall he live f "Thy brother shall 
rise again ;" "The hour is coming in the which all 
that are in the graves shall hear his voice and 
nhall come forth;" "Blessed are the dead that die 
in the Loid ;" "Blessed and holy is he that hath 
part irfyhu first resurrection ;" "The dead in Christ 
shall rise first ;" thy children "shall come again 
from the land of the enemy ;" "I shall be satisfied 
when I awake with thy likeness ;" "I know tnat 
my Redeemer liveth, and that he shall stand in ine 
latter day upon the earth ; and ... In my flesh 
shall 1 see God." 

These are the words which faith and hope in- 
scribe upon the tombs, and while atheism writes at 
the gate of a cemetery in Paris, "Death is an etern- 
al sleep f or over fne graveyard of the Internation- 
al at Berlin, "There is no hereafter ;" faith in- 
scribes upon the sepulchral monuments, the glori- 
ous woids of Him who hath said, "I am the resur- 
rection and the life, and he that liveth and believeth 
on me shall never die." 

An infidel German countess when dying made 
provision for her buriel in a sepulcber hewn out of 
solid lock, the massive lid of which was to be 
clamped with iron and made eternally secure. 
This was to be her everlasting home. Little did 
she know the power of Him who raised Christ from 
the dead to open that sepulcber. There was no 
need of a resurrection trumpet, no need of an an- 
gel to roll that stone away. A tiny seed by some 
chance was buried with her. Moistened and 
warmed by the geniel influences of spring, it ger- 
minated, and pushed its way toward the light of 
heaven, at last found its way out through a crevice 
into the open air It grew ; it expanded. The 
God-given forces within it struggle with their 
burden. The massive lid was raised. The iron 
clamps were burst asunder; and the tree stood 
growing there with its roots in that skeptic's open- 
ed tomb. 

Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and 
die it abideth alone ; but if it die it shall bring 
forth much fruit. Jesus the Son of God has 
deigned to die, but he carried with him into the 
tomb the seeds and elements of immortal life ; and 
those who die in Christ, and sleep in Jesus, are not 
forgotten of God, but are yet destined to hear the 
tiumpet call and wake to meet their God. 

The worldling may write, "No hope" above the 
tombs of the loved and lost ; but to tbe faithful be- 
lievers come those words of the apostle, "I would 
not have you ignorant, brethren, concerning those 
which are asleep, that ye sorrow not even as others 
which have no hope. For if ye believe that Jesus 
died and rote again, even so them which sleep in 
Jesus shall God bring with him. For this we say 
unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which 
are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord, 
shall not prevent them which are asleep. For the 
Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a 
shout, with the voice of the archangel, and the 
trump of God ; and the dead in Christ shall rise 
first : then we which are alive and remain shall be 
caught tip together with them in tbe clouds to 
meet the Lord in the air : and so shall wo ever be 
with the Lord. Wherefore comfort one another 
with these words." — Thk Armobt. 


Does any man wound thee? Not only forgive, 
but work into thy thought intelligence of the kind 
of pain, that thou mayest never indict it on anoth- 
er spirit. 

All hnman d recoveries seem to be made only for 
the purpose of confirming more strongly tbe truths 
that come from on high and are contained in the 
sacred writings. 


